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KBS LTER research is designed to answer the broader question of how agronomic ) ] ,
management can better utilize biological resources in cropping systems to control Working with the media
pests, provide nitrogen, and build soil fertility; in short, how to make agriculture In order to reach a wide audience. we coll:
more profitable and provide environmental benefits. We are part of a national \ | LTER, and NSF Communications Offices on |

network of long-term sites funded by the National Science Foundation. . ﬁg&i,eSKre.litteg tho our fscEien.ce- Throtugi.:fjl part
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learn about their different work cultures, to di
ideas, and to brainstorm ways to enhance scienc
communication and literacy.

We place a high priority on education and outreach and address each by engaging a community of students and
stakeholders with our science. Through dialogue with stakeholders we are responsive to emerging opportunities where
LTER data can inform solutions to environmental problems and where we can increase awareness of basic ecological
science and its broader impacts on environment and society. In turn, this dialogue enables us to assess the success of
outreach efforts and to learn about the science needs, questions, and priorities of these groups.

Looking for solutions with ag professionals

Engaging with agricultural and natural resource
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We work with Extension educators and specialists,
private sector crop consultants, agency personnel, &
‘fiiglgg;ca' Rr?agtiioo?\aall& international agricultural groups, local organizations,
oolicies and others to share research on nitrogen use and

sustainability, climate change and carbon, local
watershed and land preservation, and the ecology of
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B = delivery of the Michigan K-12 science curriculum. The program promo oved

Gt science teaching by providing teachers in-depth exposure to current tc ecology
, gy s i 3 Wiy T8 together with training in inquiry-based science methods. As part of this am, we
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expanded research design created a hands-on, student activity trail based on LTER research for gra@@sitwo

and outreach

through five. Trained volunteers lead classes of students on the trail #wheg@they learn
topics ranging from insect sampling techniques to microbes in the soil to't
difference between climate and weather.

Sharing with the community Opportunities for undergrads and grads
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We place great importance on training the next generation of scientists: ‘

The LTER Program places a high value on sharing
our research with the community through social
media, blog posts, informational fact sheets, and a
self-guided interpretive trail through our research
plots. We also host informational and educational
booths at local events to share our science to the
community and give the public an opportunity to
ask questions and meet our staff and scientists.

Each summer we offer two Research Experience for Undergraduates
positions. These fellowships offer undergraduate students who jight not
have research opportunities otherwise the opportunity to con@uct an
independent project related to KBS LTER science, under the mentorship
of an LTER scientist. For graduate students there are both summer and
full-year fellowships available. The LTER Graduate Student Group fosters
interaction among students and serves as a platforméfor grads to engage
in LTER activities and networking opportunities.




