Conventional and organic farming methods alter ant activity during the Michigan growing season
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§ o- Conclusions
R e, Y §, r | 1) Total ant activity does not differ significantly between organic
. £ T = 1 and conventional plots (P = 0.155)
8 T 1 2) Ant activity varies throughout the season (P < 0.001)
4 3) The pattern of seasonal variation is different for conventional
o and organic plots (P < 0.001)
g 4) Ants in organic plots respond to seasonal temperature patterns
< with decreased activity in the hot and dry period of mid-
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0 - - N T 5) Ants in conventional plots have an erratic pattern with an

increasing general trend
6) Ants suppress agricultural pests
a) Organic plot activity peaks early in season —
potentially greater pest suppression
b) Conventional plot activity peaks late in the season —
potentially less pest suppression
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